Manhattan, Kansas
African American History Trail
SelfGuided Driving Tour

July 2020

This seltguided driving tour was developed by the staff of the Riley County Historical Museum to showcase
some of the interesting and important African American histoour community. You may start the tour at
the Riley County Historical Museum, or at any point along to tour.

Please note that most sites on the driving tour are private property. Sites open to the public are marked with

If you have comments or cootons, please contact the Riley County Historical Museum, 2309 Claflin Road,
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 7865-6490.

For additional information on African Americans
History of AfricanAmericans in Mahattan Kansas 1862 0 050 by Ger al di ne Baker
Exodusters of 1879 and Other Bl ack Pioneers of R
Parker.

1. 2309 Claflin Road *Riley County Historical Museum and the
Hartford House, openTuesday through Friday 8:30 to 5:00 and
Saturday and Sunday 2:00 to 5:00. Admission is free.

The Museum featureshanging exhibits on the history of Riley County #
and a research archive/library open by appointm&he Hartford House, :
one of the prdabricated houses brought on the stbaat Hartford in
1855 is beside the Riley County Historical Museum.

2. 2301 Claflin Road *Goodnow House State Historic Sitebeside the Riley County Histoal Museum,
is open Saturday and Sunday 2:00 to 5:00 and when the Riley County Historical Museum is open and
staff is available. (Call 785656490, if you would like to check on availability.) Admission is free,
donations are accepted.

Goodnow House is the 1861 herof Isaac and Ellen Denison Goodnow.
Isaac Goodnow (1814 1894) was a founder of Manhattan and Bluemo
Central College (the predecessor of Kansas State University) and was
first elected State Superintendent of Educatilsaac and Ellen Goodnow
were committed to th€ree Stateause, advocating that Kansaderthe
Union without slavery.

Leave from the Museum parking lot and turn right (east) on Claflin Road. Go to the entrance to the Riley
County Genealogical Society Library and Pawnee MengalltH. Turn right (south) at the entrance between
RCGS and Pawnee Mental Health. Pause here, or stop in the parking lot.



3. 2005 Claflin Road *Platt House This is the lbme built forJeremiah
Everts (who went by Everts) and Jennie Riaft871 EvertsPlatt was
born in Connecticut and grew up infibis, where he graduated from
college. He came to Kansas in 1856 and setifafabaunseeWhile in
Wabaunse€ounty he was active in thénderground Railroadnd was
an ardenabolitionist and-ree Statadvocate.Everts taught schochnd
then in 1864came to Manhattan to teach at Kansas State Agricultura
College (today KSU.) Today, the Platt House is home to the Riley
County Genealogical Society. The Society welcom&sovs during their opehours, call 78565
64950r go to www.rileycgs.com for information

Leave the parking lot at Sunset Avenue. Tleft(north) on Sunset argbto the corner of Sunset and Claflin.
Turn left (west) on Claflin Road.

1 As you leave the Pawnee Mental Hegdtlrking lot, just ahead is Marlatt Hall, built in 1964 and named
for Washington Marlatt.

Proceed on Claflin Road to the corner of Claflin and College Avéinue.right (north) onto College Avenue.

4. 1403 College AvenugNorthwest corner of College and Caflin, *Bluemont
College Marker at Central National Bank This is the original location of
BluemontCentral College, organized in 1858. The college building was built™
1859, and after 1863 it was accepted by the state as one of the first land gragss.
colleges in the nation and called Kansas State Agricultural College. In 1875
campus moved to itsurrent location by the secolK&GAC Presidentohn
Anderson. Bluemont Central College welcomed women and African Americ:
students from its founding.

The glacier erratic stone marker was erected by the DAR and the Riley CourQZZ/} r
Historical Societyn 1926to commemorate the original location of the Bluemont
Central College.

i

Proceed north on College Avenue. On thetr{ghCollege and Dickensimmediately south of thKSU soccer
field, is theWashington Marlatt house andrn. Page along College Avenue view.

5. College and Dickens, Immediately south of the KSU Soccer Fieldlarlatt House/Barn.

The Marlatt house is the oldest hometgoriginal location in
Manhattan. The Hartford Housen the Riley County Historical
Museum groundss older, but it is not in its original location. The
Marlatt house was built in 1856 by DaviesI$@n, who waswith the
Cincinnatiand Kansasand Company, and arrived in Manhattan on t
steamboat Hartford. Wilson donated the land west of the hoai®io
the construction of the BeEmont Central College building 1859. _
Davies Wilsonds widow donated money in his me

A

KSU President 6s Hous enthd Kansas Statelcaropus Wi | son Cour

WashingtorMarlatt was born in 1829 in Indiana. He had a college degree from Asbury University and
was a Methodist preacher, educasord abolitionist who arrived in Kansas in 1856. During territorial
Kansas he was a participant (at this location) in the unal@ngrrailway guiding African Americans out

of slavery. He was a founder of Bluemont College and was its prindgadcGoodnow recruited Miss
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Julia Bailey from back East to assist at the college, and Washington Marlatt married her in 1861
lived on this farm mosof their lives. The Marlattead five children who went on to signifita
accomplishments, including tmationallyrecognizecentomologist, Charles L. Marlaaindhome
economist, Abby MarlattRev. Marlatt served as a Methodist miarsfor a while, but most of his life
concentrated on farming.

In 1875 the KSAC campus wasoved to its current location.
The old Bluemont Central College building was torn down inf=
1883. When it was torn down, Marlatilvaged the letters g
spelling out the school name, the used stone, and some of tf
timbers from the building to build this barn. The Bluemont
Central School lgers are now in the KSU Alumwissociation
building.
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Kansas State University owns this sit@v. The Marlatt family
also gavehe Top of the World, a scenic overload,the
University.

. They

Because of road work in 2020, turn left on Dickens. Turn around and go back to the corner of College and
Dickens and make a right turn (south) on Collegegmtb the corner of College and Claflin. Turn right (west)

on Claflin. Proceed on Claflin to Hylton Heights. Tleft (south) on Hylton Heightsdad and go ta105
Hylton Heights Roa@nd pause to view the Denison house. (Regular directions, witadavork: tirn

around in the KSU football stadium parking lot and proceed back south along College Avenue to the corner o
College Avenue and Claflin. At the corner turn right (west) on Claflin. Proceed to Hylton Heights Road. Turr
left (south) on Hylon Heights Road and proceed to 1105 Hylton Heights Road. Pause to view the Denison

house.

6. 1105 Hylton Heights RoadJoseph Denison houseBuilt in 1859, the home has a baskandle
window just belowthe peak of the rogkimilar tothe Bluemat Central College buildingJoseph
Deni son was | saac Goodnow6s brother in | aw.
together in 1855 order to vote Kansas into the Union as a free .statnison was a Methodist
Minister and served as thedBident of Bluemont Central
College at the time that it was given to thet&tf Kansas §
as the Land Granthool andbecame the first president oS
Kansas State Agricultural College. After he was fired inj
1874, he had cheese fait at his home here arnldenwas
hired as President of Baker University, a Methodist sch
in Baldwin Kansas. He served there a few years and ths
returned to the ministry. He died in the Goodnow house®s
1900, while visiting his sister.

Continue orsouth orHylton Heights to Anderson Avenue. Turn left (east) on Anderson Avenue and proceed

to the corner of Anderson Avenue and Sunset Avehuie right on Sunset Avenue and go to the Sunset
Cemetery g (on right) turn in.



7.

Go to:

Sunset and Leavenworth* Sunset Cemeterywas established in
1860. There are many interesting and important Afrigdanericans in
theCemetery. The stone entry into Sunset Cemetery was built in
1917 by the Womends Relief Co
Republic. Architect was E. Arthur Fairmaméd CharlesAlfred ;
Howell, an African Americanteceived the contract to build the
gateway. The gateway is dedicated to the memory of Riley Count
soldiers who served in the American Civil War.

and

Section 4, lot number 143:

8.

Grave of Minnie Howell Champe. (18781948)Minnie Howellwas
the first African American woman gradte of Kansas State, 1901.
She was a teacherofessor of Domestic Scien@d late Directorof
the DouglasCenter in Manhattan.

Grave of Charles Alfred Howell. (1881-1942) Charles Howell was
the brother of Minnie Howell Champe. He was a stonemason who
worked on many local projects, including building gtene entry to
Sunset Cemetery and the stone fence around the cemetery in 1932

The Howell family came to &nsas from Tennessee. J.M.T. (Jerry) Howell, father of Minnie and Charles,
was a stone cutter and served on the Manhattan City Council. He died in 189Banetisiear his
children.

Section 7 northwest corner of thesectiorot t er 6 s Fi el d.

10.

Grave of Hosea McDaniel(unmarked)(ca. 18781880)Two year oldHosea @ed of measles in

Manhattan before the familmovedto Wichita, Kansaswvhere hissister Hattie was born. Hattie

McDaniel was the first African American to receive an Oscat939f or her per f or mar
wi t h the Wiarodg and distiSguishedcarekr as an actor. The McDaniel family were amonc
the founders of the Manhatt&sthelA.M.E. Church.

Section 23Lot A 18

11.

Leave

Grave of Murt Hanks Jr. (19331989)Murt Hanks Jrwas the first
African American to serve as Manhattan Mayor, in 19M2.also
served a second time in 197®4urt Hanks Jrwas born in a little house
south of the railroad &cks in Manhattan. His fathévurt Hanks Sr. |
died in an accident when Mustas only8 years old.Murt HanksJr.
worked to help the family survivede graduated from Manhattan High:-
Schoo) attended Kansas Stataiversity, andwent to work as a
manager for Wall ace KWadldcésiddwass 1 ompa
the first AfricanAmerican elected to the Riley County Commissidrater Murt Hanks Jr. was the first
Equal Employment Officer at Fort Riley.

Sunset Cemetery and turn rigduth)onto Sunset Avenue. At Poyntz Avenue, turn (eétst)and go to

17" Street At 17" Street turn righfsouth)and go to Yum&treet At Yuma Street, turn lefeast)



12.17" Street between Kansas State University and Fort Riley
Boulevard has the overlay name\gértin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Drive. On January 19, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr.
gave an All University Convocation speech in Ahearn Field Hous
at Kansas Statdniversity. The speech was among the last he ga
before his death in April 196&hearn Field House is on 1Btreet, &=
on theKansas Stateecmpus, and a monumen
convocation was placed in front of Ahearn Field Hod3® Street
was given the overlay name in 201Benches along 7 n L o 1 :
Park are marked AA Street Fit for a King.

Unt il t h est Afri@ue Americans liveal south dfuma Streetand east of South Manhattan Street

Many African Americandived furthersouth beyond he r ai | r oad t pthedolw groundclogerh e

to the river, which meant that their homes floodedigh water. Land was less favorable in the Bottartuse

to the noisy railroad tracks and on low ground that flooded, making thiedstexpensiveHousing

segregationn Manhattarwas most |l y fAdef act od meani nsgnmeManhatana s
additions did have covenaritgat prohibited African Americans. With the fair housing laws it he 19 6

became illegal, as well as wrong, to discriminate in housing dize¢o

Pause at 1231 Yuma:

13. 1231 Yuma,Jesse BakelSr. House Jesse Baker Sr. was born in
1907 and moved to Manhattan from Topeka after the death of his
mother, to live with his older brother, Ernest Baker. He graduate¢s
from Manhattan High School and then played baseball with sever: &
travelingteams. On his retuio Manhattan he worked for the
Commonwealth Theaters and played coached baseball locallg.
recognition of his leadership asdjnificantcontribution to local
youth sports, one of the baseball fields in Manhattan City Park we
named AJesde Bakt96&ielJesse
had nine children, all of whom obtained college educations.

Go to 10" and Yuma. Turn left (north) on to ¥0Street. Go to Colorado and turn left (west) on Colorado
Street.Pause at 1001 Colorado:

14.1001Colorado, Charles A. Howell HouseManhattarstonemason,
Charles Howell, built this house as his personal residence in 1936¢
Some of Charl eso6 o fresbytefan @hjreng
Waters Hall (West Wing) at Kansas State University, stonewor
the LydaJean Apartments at"smnd Houston Street, Griffith Stadium
Willard Hall at Kansas State University, and the stone fence arount il
Sunset Cemetery. ;
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Pause at015 andL020 Colorado, and then go to"3treet.

15.1015 Colorado. Former group home for African American Kansas State &
College women students in the | af
Van Zle Hall, built in 1926 wasopen to white women students. All other ¥
studentgound their own housing, in boarding houssartments, rooms in e
private homes, or in fraterniti epgh Y
accommodations were not open to African Americans.

16. 1020 Colorado,Former Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity House Phi Beta
Sigma,is a historically African American Fraternity found@ad1914. The
fraternity was established Kansas State University in 1917. It was finst
African American fragrnity west of the Mississippiier.

At 11" Street turn left (south) and go to Yumadaurn left (east) and proceed down Yuma again.

Pause at 1010 Yuma, then proceed down Yuma.

17. 1010 Yuma. C.V. (Dave) Dawson House&Clinton Van (Dave)
Dawson (1868L943) family lived in this home. He worked for the
railroad and was a stonemasbalping build many Kansas State
buildings. His two sons were professors and his daugiiter McCune
lived in this home until 1974. Later the family of Lazone Graysrld @
War Il and Korea War veteralived in this home. Mrs. Lazone Grays
washonorethy t he I nternational Wome
her work in rearing children aras a community volunteer

Pause at 1018uma, then proceed down Yuma.

18. 1015 Yuma. Miles Woods HouseMiles Woods 18731943)was
among the first gnap of Exodusters (also known as Exod)tesarrive
in Marhattan in April 1879. The Exodustexgre the African
Americans who migrated t¢ansas from the &ith in 18791880 in
seach of a better, less oppressiife. Miles Woods came from
Mississippi with hisstepfather, Tan Cruise, mother, and brothdfiles
Woods was the father of Earl Woodk9322006 first African
Americanto play baseball in the Big 7 ConfererateKansas State
University. Earl Woods went on to a distinguished military career.
E a r dorf) Biger Woods, is a professional golfer.




Pause at 930 Yunmand 916 Yumathen proceed down Yuma.

19.930 Yuma,Kaw Blue Lodge #107 The Kaw Blue Lodge #10i8 a
predominateAfrican American Masonic Lodgéd heir building
purchased in 19745 theformer Second Mthodist Church, called Shepa 4. t
Chapel. Shepar@hapel was founded in 1866 as a mission of First
Methodist Church and this building was built in 1916.1967 Shepard
Chapel merged with the First Methodist Churétirican American
Masonshave been active in Manhatta

20. 916 Yuma, Mt. Zion Church of God in Christ. Founded in 1932, Mt.
Zion Church of God in Christ builheir current building in 2004.

Pause at 900 and 901 Yuma, then proceed down Yuma.

21. 900Yuma, *Douglass Center. The United States military waacially
segreg@ted until1948. During World War ] a recreationenter for
white ldiers the Community Houseyas builtat 4th and Humboldt by
Rotary Cluts and the City of ManhattanAfrican American soldiers |
had recreation space in the basement of tlyeifdi Baptist Church and
the Second/lethodist Church (Shepard Chapel.) During the Second*:
World War, the Community House was again used for white soldier
recreation and the Doug&€enter wa built, in 1942 as a recreation
centerfor African American soldiers

The center beame the meeting plader the African American community aslgliers from E. Riley
andlocal citizensall gatheredhere. Ft. Riley brought some verglvknown AfricanAmericans to the
area. Joe Louis, Heavy Weight Champion of the World 1937 to 1949, and Jackie Robinson, the first
African American to play in the major leagues in the moderpamdhbaseball hall of famewere

among those who came to the Dougl@ente during the war years.

Many outstanding people have served as Director of the Dau@tader, including Minnie Howell
Champg, first African American to graduatedm KansasState University, anBave Baker, drmer
baseball player, coach, teacher, and of Jesse Baké&r..

The City of Manhattan owns and optes the Douglass Center today.

22. 901 Yuma*Douglas Schoal Douglas Schoalnow correctly spelled
Douglass)vas the thiraManhattan gradecbool (Avenue School was g
first, at 9th and Poynfavhere Manhattan High East Campus is today. &
The secondchool was Central School, which was where Woodrow
Wilsonist oday on Jul i eatl Mashatjarstudents t h
attended the same schgalith African American studenis separate




classroomsDouglas School walsuilt in 1903 as thérst separate school for A€an Americangnd
opened onahuary 4, 1904 with sixtgtudents.

In 1902 there was discussion about whether Manhalttanld or should ngthave a segregated school.
At the time ofthe decision the first African American man elected tosatiool board, Randall Keele,
servedon the Board of Education.

After Douglas School was buili)l teachers at theckool were African American The teaching staff

were highly edoated, excellerteachers.In 1936 the school was expanded with a WPA project.
Douglas School became the hesHrthe African American communityAfter grade school, in Junior

High, all Manhattan widents studied togethefhe1954Brownv. Board of Education of opeka court
case affirmed that segregated schools were notdegbhDouglas School closed in 196Poday

Dougl as School i s p a DouglasiCentehaad many educatiohal akth n h a 't t
recreational activities take place here.

In 1939the Cityof Manhattan, through depression era works projdutiilt a segregated swimming
pool for African Americans next door to the Douglas Schimothe west This pool was removed in
2005

Pause at 831 Yuma, then proceed down Yuma.
23. 831 Yuma Pilgrim Baptist Church

The Pilgrim Baptist Church wasidinded in 1880 bixodites, or
Exodusters, and was originally called the Second Baptist Chiitah.
current churchtbuilding was built inl917. The architect was Henry B. |
Winter, a prominent | ocal arch
architecture school. The church veapandedn 1982 The Pilgrim ,
Baptist Church is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Pause aB26 Yuma, then proceed down Yuma to Juliette Avenue.
24.826 Yuma George Giles Home

George Gil esods f at'RavalryokthesUnite mber of t he 9
StatesAr my, known as the Buffalo y

to Manhattan around 1910. He attendedlDouglas School and weni
on to play baseball fohe Kansas City Monarchs in 1925. e tater '
played and managed other teams in the Negro League. He had &
business interests in Manhattan, including a hotel and restaurant. =
George Giles (19691992)isb ur i ed i n Manhatt &
Cemetery.Several famaos African Americans stayed in this hoase &
guests of the Giles familyncluding Jackie Robinson, Satchel Paige
Buck OO0Nei | MarianlAmdarsorfindDuke Ellington.

At JulietteAvenue turnright (south) and go to Ft. Riley Blvd. At Ft. Riley Blvd. turn left (east) and gd'to 4
Street. Turn left (north) orf4Street.
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Proceed down"Street and guse in front of Wonder Workshdp(6 S. 4th street drBethel A.M.E. Church,
southwescornerof 4" and Yuma Street. Proceed dowhStreet to Poyntz Avenue.

25. 506 S. 4th,*Wonder WorkshopChi | drends Museum

Wonder Workshop started in 1989 with a three year prograddress

the educational, recreational, and social needsraframity youthand

their familieswhich wasdeveloped by founder and first Director, Richard

Pitts (19552 02 0) and ot her s. The Wonder Wor kshop

Museum opened in 1994 and the fAOutback Campo

opened irR000.

26. 401 Yuma Bethel A.M.E. Church

Bethel AM.E. Church wasdunded by the Exodusters in 187Bhis is

the third Bethel A.M.E. Church building, built i927. The family
(Holbert and McDanielpf Hattie McDaniel, the first African American to
win an Oscar, weramong thdounders of this church. The Bethel
A.M.E. Church is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

At Poyntz Avenue, turn left (west) and proceed on Poyntz Avenue to Juliette Avenue.

At 5" and Poyntz pause at the Riley County Courthouse.

27. 5" and Poyntz Avenue*Riley County Courthouse

The Riley County Courthouse was built in 1906 and opened in 1907.
Holland and Squires were the architects and the building cost around
$50,000.00. Holland and Squires designed a number of other
Kansas Courthases, including three that have the same design as

Riley Countyds CourthoUheeas t he Marion, Osborn

County Courthouses.

Wallace Kidd(19242004) was théirst African Americanto serve
asCounty Commissionefrom 1973to 1981 He was also thérst
African American to graduatat Kansas State in entomologie
owned and operated Arfiest, a pest control company.

Proceed up Poyntz Avenudt Juliette Avenue turn right (north) and proceed up Julatteturn right (east)
Bluemont Scenic Drive



